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Llewellyn, Richard Mr. Hamish Gleave 
Doubleday. Feb. 1956. 316p. $3.95. 


This fictional explanation the notorious Burgess- 

acLean case—which, most will recall, involved the 
flight two British Foreign Affairs aides Communist 
haven—is likely the subject much conjectural 
and controversial talk during the next month so. 
Mr. Llewellyn has written literate and persuasive 
novel; but presents his case for the absconding un- 
der-secretary, Hamish Gleave, almost he, the 
author, sympathized with and shared his protagonist’s 
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choice loyalties. That will the impression many 
readers will have, feel sure, they close the book. 
The argument explain, rationalize defection no- 
where, Mr. Llewellyn’s account, convincingly coun- 
tered; the people Gleave betrays are presented stupid 
self-centeredly arrogant servants lost cause. 


memory the prototypes this novel not now 
detailed enough able surely identify Gleave 
with MacLean, Chalmers with Burgess, although 
that seems the disposition. Chalmers admits 
occasional perversion, but marries willing American 
girl wealthy parentage shortly before his flight. 
is, however, very much secondary character the 
novel and used mainly means assist Gleave 
his Hamish Gleave Scots ancestry; 
his grandfather had squandered family fortune; his 
father, ever regretting the loss estates and money, 
buckled down genteel middle-class life small 
economies educate his son properly for the diplo- 
matic service. Hamish married happily pretty 
wife, Vinny, and has two sons; lives modest house 
with garden and mortgage suburban Beaconsfield, 
from which now, after the usual foreign assignments, 
commutes the offices Whitehall, London. 


Hamish resents his mother-in-law’s money and refuses 
barter his independence for her support. resents 
his loss position the upper social circles. re- 
sents the “stupidity” and the intransigence the 
Minister whom most his colleagues call Mr. Flap; 
resents, too, Mr. Flap’s being political appointee with 
background diplomatic service. Hamish has also 
begun desultory affair with refugee woman named 
Myril Gislan. his work, London and confer- 
ences Geneva and Paris, inevitably meets and 
becomes friendly with several representatives other 
nations, friendly and suspect, among whom are Ro- 
dolphe Gavritz France, Bejian Emyenkov and his 
wife Frolla, presumably from Iron Curtain coun- 
try; and through them the scholarly Vissarion Arkhiv. 
His friend, Lord Todhunter Berrish, employed the 
Paris office, tries enlist Hamish neo-fascist move- 
ment among the backers which the wealthy and 
crude George Calton-Islip who tries lure Hamish 
into his employ with offer 10,000 pounds per 
year. 


That has been gradually meshed net spun 
trap him sure when sees photograph 
Myril Arkhiv’s luxurious Paris apartment. Threat- 
ened with demotion for minor error judgment 
reporting the loss important document, with the 
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loss his house government redevelopment 
scheme, and with having forego, because the ex- 
pense, sending his sons “public school”; resentful 
the interference and domination, (much exaggerated 
and emphasized), the United States British affairs, 
the ineptitude the British government solve its 
own problems, Hamish decides join the power 
believes will eventually win. swift coup during 
convenient week-end, steals the documents that are 
know those, there’s nothing much anybody can 
about it. important, cut channel between 
ourselves and the United States. Almost more im- 
portant than anything else, see it.” (p. 313). 
Hamish gets away successfully excursion boat 
Boulogne, with promise employment Moscow 
and sufficient funds paid his wife until she 
and the children can join him. 

For all the brilliance the writing, there are passages, 
particularly between Gleave and Myril, which are 
bad taste and render the book suitable only the 
mature reader. The ambivalence the author’s atti- 
tude, even unintentional, would seem restrict 
even further its recommendation for general reading. 
But the process which Communism woos the dis- 
satisfied and spiritually adrift intellectual convincingly 
exposed. Mr. Llewellyn could have and should have 
balanced his book with least one character capable 
enuntiating cogent argument for loyalty the free 
world. His sympathy for his “hero” has made Hamish 
appear less traitor than bold man striking blow 
liberate the West from archaic autocracy already 


doomed. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Whitney, Major-General Courtney 
MacArthur: His Rendezvous with History 
Knopf. Jan. 23, 1956. 547p. $6.75. 


Courtney Whitney completes triumvirate Mac- 
Arthur’s friends and associates who have written his 
biography the past two years. Frazier Hunt’s The 
Untold Story Douglas MacArthur (Devin-Adair, 
1954) and Major General Charles 
MacArthur: 1941-1951 (McGraw-Hill, 1954) set high 
standard for scholarship which has been matched 
Whitney. 

your taste for excitement, intrigue, heroics, vil- 
lainy, romance, tragedy, conspiracy, then this the 
book for you. Whitney’s hard-hitting, name-calling, 
fact-finding style tribute MacArthur and the 
brave men who fought with him from Manila 
Inchon. Meanwhile this authorized biography 
uncompromising indictment those American, British, 
and Russian leaders who became 
blocks MacArthur’s road success the Philip- 
pines, Australia, the Pacific Southwest, Japan, and 
Korea. 

the earlier works Hunt and Willoughby, the 
name George Catlett Marshall seems haunt the 
pages. The documents and logic advanced Whitney 
seem prove conclusively that General George Mar- 
shall was the willing American architect military 
policy that stressed Europe-first and sacrificed Bataan 
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and Corregidor the early months World War 
This was policy agreed to, and probably initiated, 
our British and Russian allies. This astigmatic view 
the global war was costly American and Filipino 
lives, three years prison life for American and 
pino soldiers and civilians, and three years en- 
forced degradation for the Filipino government living 
exile. 


The Marshallian policy making the Philippines 
forgotten and neglected theatre war was going 
supplemented Roosevelt and Churchill who 
adopted the same tactics when the MacArthur odyssey 
moved Australia, New Guinea, and across the 
bloody atolls the South Pacific. From the Philippines 
MacArthur urged our leaders the White House, 
State Department and Pentagon sustain our moral 
obligations towards the truest and bravest allies the 
United States. From Australia MacArthur and the 
Australian Prime Minister, John Curtin, made similar 
pleas Washington and London. From New Guinea 
Leyte, MacArthur was given war fight but had 
beg, borrow, and steal weapons with which fight. 
fought Japanese soldiers, inter-service jealousies, 
swivel-chair strategists, selfish allies, and political op- 
portunists. 


The tortuous journey across the Pacific islands added 
memorable chapter MacArthur’s brilliant military 
Whitney has stripped all vestiges glamor 
from warfare, whether viewed from muddy jungle 
path, lumbering B-17 the Pacific skies, deck 
warship, from behind desk, from behind 
corn-cob pipe jutting from beneath brass-laden cap. 


From the island victories MacArthur went accept 
the surrender the Japanese Imperial Government. 
was humane victory and dedicated the recon- 
struction humble and contrite nation. The poli- 
tical revival Japan makes exciting reading. The 
excitement intensified the strange interplay 
anti-MacArthur forces once again work. There 
Marshall, now diplomat, wreaking destruction upon 
Chiang Kai-shek. There Truman, Acheson, and 
coterie myopic advisers Washington, London, and 
Lake Success, opening Asia Soviet Russia. 


And then there was Korea. MacArthur fought war 
against the North Koreans and won. was attacked 
Red Chinese and was forbidden retaliate. Court- 
ney Whitney cannot explain the reasoning behind this 
idiotic and treacherous policy defies reasoning 
General Ridgway revealing this very time the 
Saturday Evening Post. But Whitney places the blame 
upon the British and Reds whose policies seem run 
parallel the Far East many instances since 
September 


There much more the story but the reader will 
probably find his own points interest. may the 
strange visits Roosevelt and Truman MacArthur 
politically convenient times. may the prophetic 
warnings MacArthur concerning Indo-China, For- 
mosa, and North Korea. may the frantic firing 
MacArthur Truman, less than six months after 
Truman had decorated him with the Distinguished 
Service Medal for “conduct accord with the 
highest traditions the military service the United 
States.” may the strange scene Washington 
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National Airport MacArthur was welcomed home 
curious delegation official greeters: Generals 
Marshall, Bradley, Collins, and Vandenberg and Ad- 
miral Sherman, the very men who had supported the 
President’s vindictive action.” 

And perhaps the one point the later story which 
will capture and stun the imagination most readers 
will the role MacArthur the 1952 presidential 
campaign. squabble Texas cost Robert Taft 
the presidency and MacArthur the vice-presidency. 
can’t help but think that the Iron Curtain would have 
been pushed back quite bit the past four years 
under his type leadership. 


Francis Gannon, 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Douglas, William the Judges 


Studies American and Indian Constitutional Law from 
Mukherjea. Doubleday. Jan. 19, 1956. 480p. 
The Judges Mr. Justice Douglas report 
studies American and Indian constitutional law, 
covering decisions the United States Supreme Court 
from Mr. Chief Justice Marshall 1801 Mr. Chief 
Justice Warren June 1955; the main decisions 
the High Courts all the decisions the 
Indian Supreme Court from the time Indian inde- 
pendence November 1949 the Spring 1955, 
presently under Mr. Chief Justice Mukherjea. The 
material was first delivered the Tagore Lectures 
the University Calcutta July 1955. Apart from 
extensive independent studies, some the Indian ma- 
terial consists quotations from the Agra University 
Lectures given Mr. Justice Sapru the High 
Court Allahubad 1953. Some Mr. Justice 
Douglas’ observations recall material contained 
delightful little book reporting various American ad- 
dresses under the title Being American. 

The lectures are important contribution Our 
Lady the Law. They are here placed the context 
domestic and world events and made available 
much larger audience. 

The Judges dedicated the memory Charles 
Evans Hughes who presided over the Court when 
Mr. Justice Douglas was appointed fill the vacancy 
caused the retirement Mr. Justice Brandeis. The 
attribute ascribed Mr. Chief Justice Hughes, “dis- 
tinguished champion human rights,” may truly 
said the author who has proven worthy successor 
illustrious predecessor. 

jurist has been keen student the law and 
the passing national and world scene, indefatig- 
able and prodigious worker. The results are excellently 
demonstrated the present volume. should 
all those who love the law and every general 
teader who desires know more about our Constitu- 
tion, laws, customs, and ways life. distinct 
contribution understanding the problems 
peace. Certainly delivering the lectures Mr. 
Justice Douglas was ambassador good will, making 
substantial contribution toward accomplishing the 
teachings the Master—the brotherhood man under 
the Fatherhood God. 
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twelve chapters the author deals with the large 
developments the evolution concepts govern- 
mental power and the rights man, comparing our 
overall experiences with those India, albeit over 
much shorter period but much faster tempo than 
that which marked our early years. 


Disagreeing with Mr. Justice Holmes’ philosophy that 
force rather than justice was the ultimate, the author 
the pursuit truth and justice discusses the basic 
problems each country and how they are meeting 
the challenge. There excellent comparison 
our system courts, excellent dissertation 
independent judiciary, stare decisis, judicial re- 
view, and judicial power and its limitations. There 
most helpful discussion the jurisdiction the 
United States Supreme Court and the Courts Ap- 
peal and the District Courts, and the relations be- 
tween the Federal and State Courts. 

Included are essays the Commerce Clause, its 
reach and its limitations; the reach Due Process; 
the Rights Speech, the Press, and Religion; 
Equal Protection; and the Right Fair Trial. 


Most timely discussion legislative prerogatives, 
including dissertation Congressional Investigations, 
abusive processes and the need for rules and regu- 
lations. Many will welcome the discussion adminis- 
trative agencies and the question fairness agency 
procedures, including the author’s views the use 
informers. 

The book timely and most certainly crushing refu- 
tation—although not precisely directed—of recent 
critics the Court and its achievements. 


Appellate Court some 1004 decisions, and ex- 
position the philosophy learned and distin- 
guished jurist. 

which all too few have contributed. 


John Murphy, Judge, 
United States District Court 


LITERARY GUILD CHOICE—FEBRUARY 


Packer, Joy Valley the Vines 
Lippincott. Jan. 18,1956. 315p. $3.75. 

Valley the Vines the first novel author 
already known for her autobiographical travel books. 
This experience shows forth Lady Packer pictures 
African backgrounds incomparable beauty and sug- 
gests the presentation her story familiarity with 
the social scene which she writes. 


The plot unimpressive but plausible. Nestled 
South Africa’s beautiful Constantia Valley lies the 
ancestral home the Huguenot Valois family, 
Dieu-Donné. Presiding over its acres vines Grannie 
Constance Valois, woman ancient vintage de- 
voted the preservation the estate for posterity. 
Merle Valois, her grand-daughter and heir, who 
marries the story opens, shares none her views; 
but Roxane, her adopted war orphan daughter, offers 
unfeigned, sympathetic understanding her purpose. 
mysterious background and the daughter former 
governess the estate, Roxane unpretentious and 
vulnerable, foil for the darts the hardened Merle. 
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Overseer the estate Thinus Vos, Grannie Con’s 
nephew, and spurned Merle. 


The story traces the survival the homestead under 
Grannie Con’s guidance and follows the uncertain 
romance Roxane and Hal Fairmead from its begin- 
nings Merle’s wedding when Roxane fifteen. 
appearance the Dieu-Donné spook predicts disaster 
which strikes cloudburst levels the ripened, un- 
picked grapes; and spreads Grannie Con becomes 
physically disabled for life. meet expenses and give 
Dieu-Donné fresh start, financial aid sought the 
crafty easterner Mr. Krifti who covets the place for 
personal aggrandizement. And Roxane’s hopes vanish 
when Thinus announces Hallam Fairmead’s secret 
marriage the ballerina Alexa Rome. Their visit 
the Fairmead’s nearby home time prove that the 
artist Alexa will never capitulate the demands 
married life. she seeks her solitude, Hal and 
Roxane explore the hills. Grannie Con’s disapproval 
ignored and before Hal leaves has discovered her 
feelings. 


twenty-one, Roxane’s wish see England and 
France granted her godfather General Sir Chris- 
topher Williams extends his hospitality. London 
the inevitable meeting with Fairmead occurs; but Rox- 
ane reutrns Africa determined marry for the 
security that Thinus Vos has offered. Back the 
valley, news Alexa’s sudden death re-established the 
possibility marriage Hal, and Thinus knows that 
his lost cause. 


Further vicissitudes attack Dieu-Donné with the menace 
bush fires. Some high drama woven into the 
incident Thinus’ attempted murder the fire-bug, 
Ben-Ben, crazed the drug dagga, the marihuana 
South Africa, jealous Saartjie who has supplied him 
with it—Saartjie who longed reach England where 
her color would not bar her progress the entertain- 
ment world, who had tempted Thinus once and won, 
and who used his house hide the illicit product she 
peddled. But Dieu-Donné saved and Grannie Con 
rests final time content that under the friendly guid- 
ance her benefactor, Solly Caine, the estate will 
remain landmark the valley. The mystery 
Roxane’s birth cleared when made known she 
the daughter Grannie Con’s son Dirk and Anne 
the latter name bestowed Roxane’s god- 
ather. 


The novel presents objective view rural South 
African high society; the battle between pride name 
and pride purse illustrated the marriage 
Louise van der Walt Krifti, uncertain nationality, 
who acquired possessions value; Bella, her 
cousin, Solly Caine flapping kindly around like some 
big fish; Aletta Krige, existing give existence; 
the up-country Oom Jacob and Tante 
Petronella, Thinus’ parents, stern, God-fearing people; 
the natives, intelligent, but kept their place, 
easy prey for the The dialogue smooth 
over layer subtlety. Comparison with Kate Thomp- 
son’s Great House written along similar lines places 
Valley the Vines ahead craftsmanship. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Best 


Benjamin Franklin: 250th Anniversary; 1706-1956 


Keyes, Nelson Beecher 
Ben Franklin: Affectionate Portrait 
Hanover House. Jan. 298p. $2.95. 


Labaree, Leonard and Whitfield Bell, Jr. 
Mr. Franklin: Selection from His 
Personal Letters 
Yale University Press. Jan. 61p. $3.75. 
The keynote this splendid portrait the “first 
civilized American” the word “affectionate.” Mr. 
Keyes has opened for readers all beliefs and ages 
old family album and tenderly turning its crumbling 
pages nostalgic anodyne for this hurried world 
the nuclear age, has given us, the readers,much history, 
much matter for thoughtful perusal, but, above all, 
much pleasure his sketching the life Ben 
Franklin, whom depicts the “first American” 
about every endeavor from diplomacy the yellow 
pages the local telephone directory. 


Following the usual format the accepted biography 
chronological order, the main facts and episodes 
Franklin’s life are narrated, but the difference—and 
what the style Mr. Keyes, the 
pointed and poignant introduction each chapter, 
each excerpt from Franklin’s own writings which, 
this reviewer, are little jewels set above the crown 
that they expertly reflect and portray the ensuing 
pages that develop the chapter catching the “affec- 
tionate” flavor the unique man. 


Benjamin Franklin was born Boston January 17, 
1706, and died Philadelphia April 17, 1790. The 
son soapmaker whose trade learned, was 
also early apprenticed his brother, James, learn 
the printer’s trade, and until left the newly founded 
Republic, and was already enshrined both home and 
the Continent the “best known and loved Ameri- 
can,” Franklin was perfectly content that 
should always remember him “printer.” There 
would really point for this reviewer review 
the many, many facets this astounding genius, philos- 
opher, educator, diplomat, master printer, signer the 
Declaration Independence, Alliance with France, 
Treaty with England, the Federal Constitution; Founder 
the University Pennsylvania, first American Phi- 
losophical Society, Fire Department, Insurance Com- 
pany, Ambassador France; wit, lover children, 
etc., the list seems endless. And all these accomplish- 
ments are deftly and cogently handled Mr. Keyes 
manner most tempting. 

But might worth while fix the reader’s atten- 
tion two episodes Franklin’s life which have more 
than passing significance. The first, that while Penn- 
sylvania’s Agent England, prior our Revolution, 
Franklin, seeing about him the corruption and tyranny 
the English system, turned from rather enthusiastic 
admirer the King into full blown revolutionist. 
The transition was gradual but insistent, and when 
returned the Colonies may not exaggeration 
place him alongside Washington the man who 
put iron into the “summer patriots” when the idea 
appeasement and imperial co-existence were rampant. 
The second facet worth reading Mr. Keyes volume 
the blowing “sky-high” that Franklin was irreligious 
man. belonged formal church affilia- 
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tion—that was deist—that some his actions 
the moral code (no excuse can made for 
that), but, like Lincoln, Mr. Keyes clearly points out, 
that Benjamin Franklin throughout his life insisted 
more strongly the second half the great Com- 
mandment, while always believing that far 
was concerned, the first half was his own private affair. 


This Affectionate Portrait excellent book—good 
for long winter evening. 


“This glimpse Franklin the man—Deborah’s 
husband, Sally’s father, the generous counsellor, the 
warm friend, the entertaining correspondent, all the 
colorful variety his experience and feeling, the one 
above all Americans who combined most happily the 
greatest talents and the greatest human attractiveness,” 
(Introduction, xix). 


With these sparkling words, Messers Labaree and Bell 
have anticipated the reviewer this gem-like edition 
some succinct, poignant and pleasurable letters 
Ben Franklin whose two-hundred-and-fiftieth anniver- 
sary was celebrated January 17, 1956. Though they 
are rather hopeful that the volume will have wide 
sale during the celebration this amazing American’s 
birth, believe the beauty the volume and its selec- 
tivity content will rather make splendid col- 
lector’s item Americana, more read 
appreciative few over glass mulled Madeira, than 
that either the format the price will cascade into 
the realm “best sellers” the market-place. 


But, willy-nilly, worth the buying and the read- 


ing. Franklin really becomes “the warm personality” 


through these pages. Franklin will seen the 
man broad knowledge and under- 
standing, with tastes varied and catholic” and always 
the “busy-body”; for, August 22, 1772, wrote 
thirteen different persons subjects varied 
taking anti-slavery propaganda” the establishment 
(of all things!) nailery.” 


The paper used this work Mohawk Superfine 
Text, the type Monotype’s Fournier, the cover 
adapted from the Yale copy Franklin’s Pocket 
Almanac for 1743. Color photographs from Life mag- 
azine. All this makes the volume excellent start 
for the twenty-five volumes Franklin now prepa- 
ration. Briefly, this book something for everyone 
with taste reading for “the finer things.” 


Berkeley Kines, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Tolkien, The Return the King 
Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 1956. 416p. $5.00. 


With this volume, the marvellous trilogy, The Lord 
the concluded: the Ring Power has been 
destroyed the fires the Mount Doom which 
was forged; the power evil, the hands Sau- 
ton, has been broken; peace has been established the 
free lands Gordor, where Aragorn rules rightful 
king; the gay and courageous hobbits, Froddo, Merry 
and Pippin, return the Shire just time save 
from becoming slave state under the evil inspiration 
the defeated wizard, Saruman; and the good wizard, 
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Gandalf leaves all the good companions who had ad- 
ventured the great Quest, with the knowledge that 
the Third Age Middle Earth ending; the Fourth 
Age, the age Men, will replace it; and the Elven- 
folk, the power their rings gone,will sail the West 
reestablish their kingdom there. 

Those who have read the two previous volumes this 
fascinating tale, The Fellowship the Ring and The 
Two Towers, will have been waiting for this conclusion 
intricately patterned and constructed work 
sheer creative imagination has been good 
fortune read. The tale has all the sweep and burst- 
ing vigor the best epics; is, indeed, the creation 
new epic; fantastic you will, but with such fidelity 
take some patience, the early pages this work, 
acquaint one’s self with the charming halflings, the 
Hobbitts, brave and gay little gardeners who like peace 
and pipeful; with the giant and primitive Ents, shep- 
herds the trees; with the free-spirited Elven-folk; 
with the men Rohan, warriors horses; with the 
foul Orcs, slaves Sauron, and all the other creatures 
his dark power. But the story, once you get into 
it, tremendous and absorbing. 


The reader may may not, will, read the hun- 
dred and four pages Appendices, which the author 
adds, after the tale done. But reading them will 
reward patience and part satisfy curiosity, the while 
may further perplex the wary seeming give 
historic authenticity the whole fabric. For these 
pages are genealogical tables, year-by-year summary 
the events the earlier Ages Middle Earth, the 
First and Second Ages, which preface the story the 
Third Age told convincingly these three volumes. 
There treatise the philology the languages 
Mr. Tolkien, philologist who teaches Oxford), 
has invented for his people, complete with rules 
pronunciation and spelling and tables alphabet. All 
this testimony the thoroughness with which Mr. 
Tolkien has wrought his story; kind monument 
the creative imagination has brough bear upon 
the construction his work. And if, believe, this 
the most successful and satisfying work sheer 
literary creation our time, the secret its success 
Now that the three volumes have been published, 
many readers will awaiting, am, the publication 
all three one volume keep the shelf en- 
during favorites alongside Kristin Lavransdatter, the 
Works Homer, the Works Shapespeare, the 
Divine Comedy, and what few other works each will 
cherish his taste. possible, too, that Mr. Tolkien 
has already written the stories the earlier ages 
Middle Earth; so, let have them soon. 


Mauriac, Francois The Lamb 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Jan. 19,1956. 156p. $3.00. 


Woman the Pharisees, was Brigitte Pian who 
achieved peace and spiritual breadth through the tor- 
tures she unwittingly inflicted others. The Lamb, 
her son-in-law, Jean Mirbel, who the tor- 
mentor. Jean is, however, quite conscious the pain 
causes; not misled, Madame Pian was, 
false ideas virtue. His blighted youth has made him 
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despair, but most his bitterness, his savage irking 
his victim, prompted unacknowledged hope 
that life may have some meaning for him. More than 
ever before, the title would seem indicate, 
Mauriac concerned with the salvation the proud 
and sinful through the sufferings the innocent; 
much ever before, preoccupied with tortured 
souls. 


The central character The Lamb prospective 
seminarian named Xavier Dartigelongue, man who 
cannot resist taking himself the pain 
the suffering face Michele Mirbel she says 
farewell her husband railway station that first 
catches Xavier’s attention. Playing upon this interest 
with view destroying the youth’s vocation, Jean 
Mirbel persuades Xavier return home with him and 
preserve his marriage. Dartigelongue goes, not with 
much hope success but driven Mirbel’s urging 
and his own compulsive sympathy. Larjuzon, 
home Jean and Michéle, Xavier actually makes little 
effort reconcile the pair. Instead gives himself 
first the task making life tolerable for Mirbel’s 
protégé and then the difficult work clarifying 
priest’s faith. also falls love, but since the young 
lady, though reciprocating his love, does not seem 
need him, Xavier concentrates those whom can 
hope benefit complete, unrewarded outpouring 
himself. apparently fails specific assist- 
ance single soul; but, after Xavier’s 
suicide accident; Mauriac deliberately 
vague—the priest achieves affirmation belief and 
the husband and wife find peace mutual love. 


The incidents the story, except for Xavier’s sudden 
death, are extremely slight, but they are fascinating. 
usual, Mauriac exploring the human mind. 
Furthermore, patently exposing thesis: some 
people can come love only through the immolation 
others; such their providential road salvation. 
Mauriac is, however, artist; his people are real, 
the bones the skeletal theme are not annoyingly 
obtrusive. Lines dialogue most appropriate 
Mauriac’s purpose seem come quite naturally from 
the lips his characters. never pedantic. 


There one palpable flaw this work—the resolu- 
tion. The death Xavier does not really flow from 
his character from the action the story. 
obviously had die; but Mauriac was wisely 
unwilling allow sheer accident cause death, 
and suicide most unlikely person such Xavier, 
matter what the circumstances. The author sought 
let the reader decide the nature the young 
man’s demise, but his vagueness smacks evasion 
rather than art. 


The marital difficulties that are ruining Mirbel’s life 
stem from his relative impotence. This fact cen- 
tral complication the plot and has much symbolic 
importance comes out unpleasantly the dialogue 
from time time. should noted that allusions 
it, though blunt, are rare; but the theme itself and 
the expressions evokes may distasteful some 


readers. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Best 
Blanton, Smiley, M.D. Love Perish 
Simon Schuster. 1956. 217p. $3.50. 
This book reminiscent previous efforts writers 
such Dr. Harry Overstreet translate psychiatric 
and psychological findings into understandable working 
principles for the layman. Perhaps more nearly 
resembles books such Rabbi Liebman’s trying 
synthesize religious truths with psychiatric insights for 
the person lacking the technical vocabulary either 
field. 
The author, according publisher’s note, prac- 
ticing psychiatrist and psychoanalyst New York City, 
and associated with the American Foundation 
Religion and Psychiatry director the clinic and 
Foundation, with Dr. Norman Vincent Peale presi- 
ent and chairman the board. came medicine 
after four-year stint speech and dramatic teacher 
Cornell University before World War and cap- 
ped his psychiatric training going Vienna 
analyzed Sigmund Freud 1929. 
Now, seventy-four, having been practicing psychia- 
trist and analyst for twenty-five years, and doctor for 
over forty years, has written, with admirable con- 
viction, book about the universal need for love. This 
has been, feels, the key the troubles many 
disturbed persons has observed his practice; and, 
since believes that emotional change can 
achieved the insight developed through books, 
has tried this brief volume, terms the layman 
can understand, provide vehicle for readers 
acquire more self-knowledge and new concept 
love. 
His thesis appears that many people, because 
the emotional scare childhood and their inability 
understand their true nature, under the pressure 
emotion, are driven love hate the wrong 
people, the wrong time, for the 
Being unable handle normal aggression, not 
knowing how love they become depressed, 
anxious and without zest for life, remaining lonely and 
unhappy, without friends work they care for, their 
life barren treadmill, stripped all creative action 
and joy.” 
showing how such behavior develops, Dr. Blanton 
draws from his practice provide simple explanations 
and case illustrations such concepts transference, 
homeostasis, reaction-formation, sublimation, displace- 
ment, etc. His illustrations the use money 
symbol love, emotional factors labor disputes, 
importance feeling pride one’s work, etc., are 
quite apt, even though the principles are not new. 
Many psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers and 
educators who have tried translate some these 
abstract principles into concrete illustrations for their 
clients students will appreciate the problem find- 
ing such clear examples from one’s experience, and 
presenting them understandable fashion. 


encouraging find psychoanalyst recognizing 
the importance religion human affairs, even 
though one cannot always agree with his specific treat- 
ment religious topics. the credit side are such 
statements as: 


“Man’s true salvation lies his infinite capacity make 
choice among alternatives—that divine gift which distin- 
guishes him from the rest the animal world.” (p. 121) 
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“We must have faith universal power greater than 
man’s—the source life and love.” (p. 207) 


can overcome our ultimate loneliness only 


feeling that are part the great design that controls the 
universe. this transferring our love and faith 
God, and thus achieving inner security that transcends 
all human failings—the ‘peace God that passeth all under- 
standing.’ experience, through this faith that 
obtain our most powerful sense love, receiving love, and 
being one with all humanity.” (p. 207) 

However, though professes belief God and free- 

dom choice, Dr. Blanton apparently seems 

against the idea sin—original and otherwise: 
“Mankind must learn accept the psychological truth that 
there inherently evil side human nature.” (p. 211) 


its zeal impress desirable precepts men, civilized 
morality has often unnecessarily denounced our aggressive 
drives ‘evil,’ and insisted that abandon them pain 
eternal punishment. relegating these impulses 
criminal underworld ‘sin,’ has caused men turn 
aside from their contemplation shame and fright.” (p. 210) 


addition, refers “St. Paul’s famous conversion 
Christianity” “simply reaction formation against 
his earlier career excessive cruelty Christ’s fol- 
lowers” (p. 124), without ascribing any part super- 
natural causes. Christ and Buddha are handled 
(p. 15) suggesting the author’s 
conception Christ prophet the human level 
only. And speaks “Christianity’s concept the 
Virgin Mother” (p. 60) having “powerful appeal,” 
tone suggesting Mary vague ideal rather than 
real person. 


The book appears suitable for discriminating adults 
who might able profit from the psychiatric in- 
sights practitioner with much experience and skill, 
and the same time able distinguish such 
remarks from those Dr. Blanton, the man, with 
some convictions the religious area, where pos- 
sibly less authority, but respected for what 
beliefs does profess. 


Paul Lilly, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Kazantzakis, Nikos Freedom Death 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 12,1956. 433p. $4.50. 


For centuries Crete has been overrun invaders and 
her populace held suppression; for centuries the 
people have revolted against their oppressors and have 
broken forth bloody rebellion that the spirit 
seems have become ingrained factor 
their nature. The partial story one these 
tevolts, probably that 1889, ruthlessly crushed 
Turkish troops, told the present book with the 
“Freedom Death” used the 
title. This novel not developed the usual his- 
torical style with wide coverage historical events. 
Rather examines the human aspects the rebellion, 
the relations between specific Muslims and Greeks 
the chief city—Megalokastro (really Herakleion)—the 
uman emotions involved, the provocations 
actions and, finally, the unsuccessful guerilla warfare 
that resulted. Literally, Mr. Kazantzakis not only lifts 
the roofs from the houses Megalokastro but also 
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the veils from the thoughts and emotions the in- 
habitants that the reader has picture primitive, 
blind, self-sacrificial nationalism, blindly intense 
desire for freedom which subordinates all human ac- 
tivities that one goal, which welcomes death rather 
than failure, which considers personal destruction 
worthwhile contribution for the freedom future 
generations. 


host characters enter into the composition the 
story—far too many enumerated review—but 
the main story-line centered around Captain Mi- 
chales, somber, desperate, obsession-ridden man, who 
driven follow the only road can, (brute force 
rebellion opposed brute force oppression), 
achieve the goal freedom even though can see 
only failure and death for himself. Even his European- 
educated nephew, Kosmas, who joins Michales the 
final holocaust, arrives the same conclusion, though 
previously had held exactly opposite, intellectually- 
arrived-at views. 


The story opens with the beginning summer when 
Captain Michales finds himself oppressed nameless 
emotions, sort formless presaging dread that will 
allow him peace. His semiannual drinking bout, 
his blood brotherhood friendship with Nuri Bey, 
noble Turk, his family, his work—none these can 
bring him peace.. The story continues through sum- 
mer provocation when Turkish bey and Christian 
palikar flaunt themselves, when incident piled upon 
incident until only the violence brutal action can 
satisfy surging emotions and the Cretan captains unfurl 
their banners rebellion the mountains. The story 
terminates, course, with Michales’s death the last 
spark revolt brutally extinguished and people pick 
the normal threads life but with brooding, 
haunting feeling that this not the end, that the final 
violence still come. There are score sub- 
plots and flashbacks, many which tend impart 
almost Gothic atmosphere the story. And under- 
lying the Orthodox Christianity the Greeks 
sort formless, fatalistic paganism which conditions 
their personalities and actions. Superstition, ignorance, 
barbarity are other factors conditioning the behavior 
the characters. Above all the author makes them 
realistic primitives—concerned with the soil and the 
weather, with food and the lusts the body, violent, 
emotional, cruel, vengeful and direct actionists. Vio- 
lent murder and violent love are commonplaces the 
book; atrocities abound; struggle and revenge motivate 
most the actions, rather than love. Only the abstract 
love freedom remains and even that dimly com- 
prehended. Scores characters and the environment 
within which they operate are drawn with faithful 
realism the author. Each woven skillfully into 
the general story and the whole forms emotion- 
packed, horror-riddled tale revolt and artistically 
competent analysis the personages involved. This 
story is, however, fairly amoral its general tones; 
rather strong meat and should not recommended 
indiscriminately the general reader nor even the 
average adult. 
Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 
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Gilbert, Edwin Native Stone 


Doubleday. Jan. 19, 1956. $4.95. 

This novel the story three architects: Rafferty 
Bloom, Abby Austin, and Vince Cole. Bloom, son 
Jewish father and Irish mother, point the 
author continually emphasizes), individualist and 
idealist, (in everything except sex). Austin timid, 
reserved, and the son prominent Beacon Hill 
family. Cole suave, handsome opportunist eager 
improve his social and financial position. 


The story begins with our three protagonists studying 
architecture Yale. They study, talk, and whore. 
time, Austin becomes engaged Nina Wister, while 
Vince Cole courts Austin’s amoral and undisciplined 
sister, Troy. 


After graduation, Austin enters partnership with his 
uncle Connecticut and marries Nina. Nina how- 
ever, frigid and refuses have intercourse with her 
husband. Austin’s uncle dies and Cole joins Austin 
business. Meanwhile Bloom has been touring the 
country studying various types architecture. re- 
turns New York, and there takes position with 
architectural firm. But Bloom and the director the 
firm disagree, and Bloom decides join Austin and 
Cole partner. 


Austin’s wife has convenient nervous breakdown, 
and Austin falls love with another woman. Austin’s 
sister decides marry Cole that her expected child 
may legitimate. After the marriage Cole unfaith- 
ful and, finally, receives extremely fine archi- 
tectural offer from contractor West Virginia. 
Bloom hired design church, and suddenly 
realizes that Troy Austin the girl really and “per- 
manently” craves. 

Native Stone extremely inadequate. This adjective 
precisely chosen. There dearth imagination 
about the book; the style, the story, and the characters 
are deficient. Gilbert’s prose pedestrian; lacks 


freshness and vigor, and passages exhibiting any type 
insight imaginative flight are practically nil. The 
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Best 


story, too, unentertaining. There are possibly three 
interesting episodes this very lengthy narrative, and 
each these episodes short duration. The char- 
acters are all puppets. The reader feels that the author 
manipulating the characters every page; fact, 
they are frequently wooden and the author inept, 
that marionette show takes place. least when 
the author moves the puppets somewhat there wee 
bit stirring. 

There are number ludicrous elements about this 
novel. Troy Austin, who plays prominent part 
the tale, evil-minded, trampish Radcliffe girl. 
When she marries her husband, she already preg- 
nant. Yet when her husband unfaithful her, she 
becomes depressed and disillusioned. She is, however, 
presented the heroine the book, and are sup- 
posed feel sympathetic for her liberal principles and 
her state disenchantment. Rafferty Bloom de- 
picted the ideal seeker, the lonesome, individualistic, 
upholder truth and perfection. his dream church 
can built, will reach the zenith spiritual ex- 
perience. The author’s handling Bloom such that 
becomes unsympathetic, superficial boor. 
have such promiscuous, unprincipled zany reaching 
for mystical experience not only incongruous but 
certainly inconsistent with logic and propriety. Bloom 
sinner who not even sorry for his sins, that is, 
would even admit them. His obsession with the 
church construction, and the author’s obsession with 
this theme, ridiculous that one discards the novel 
disgust. 


Gilbert’s ideas architecture are banal 
formative—even layman. There room for 
interesting American novel about architecture. 
reader only familiar with Cather’s first 
novel, Alexander’s Bridge, and the much more recent 
Fountainhead Ayn Rand. One would have hoped 
that Native Stone could have achieved some semblance 
even engaging serious attention. Alas, Native Stone 
requires considerable chiseling and considerable polish, 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Boles, Paul Darcy Glenport, Illinois 
Macmillan. Jan. 424p. $4.50. 

What Carl Sandburg did for Chicago his memorable 
poem, novelist might for some other city, and 
Paul Darcy Boles has attempted something like that 
his Glenport, Illinois. spells out the story the 
town from about 1929 some year the period after 
the Second World War. Chiefly concentrates 
the Grayleaf family, Ave, baker, his wife Jena, and 
their son, Tone, who move Glenport the year 
the Depression. The town grows they grow, 
more specific, Tone grows, through grammar 
school years, high school and early manhood. What 
know Glenport see reflected through the 
periences the Grayleaf family, and because they 
catch our attention great extent, the others 
circle are shadow figures and have dim existence 
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Tone’s career not remarkable. only child 
and not always guided with firm hand his parents. 
Ave seems believe “big-brother” attitude can take 
the place father’s relationship his son, and the 
results are not entirely happy. Tone joins the school 
band—it afterwards leads him orchestra leader’s 
position—and falls into foolish love affair with 
classmate, Wanda. Wanda’s father breaks the 
association, but not until crisis has been reached 
when Tone persuades the girl defy her father briefly. 
Perhaps Mr. Hopper, the father, was not aware that 
Tone lacked the discipline needed. Later, the 
story had gone far enough with nothing happening 
hold the reader, the author throws Tone into 
adultery. The reader’s only surprise after that that 
his next liaison one which Connie Silver, cabaret 
singer, makes the advance instead Tone. When 
Tone marries Connie and loses his life the War— 
almost drops from sight, casually his death 
announced—the real tragedy strikes good-natured, bum- 
bling Ave, whose philosophizings have never led him 
real wisdom and now finds life bleak indeed. 
The publishers have offered the book annoyingly 
small type, probably bring out reasonable 
number pages. The author might well have elimi- 
nated pages material, mere details and repetitions 
spun out with noticeable point, esthetic 
effect. The mosaic style which Glenport, 
written based dead level recitation common 
events that makes the tale seem like the garrulity 
man who cannot pass over single detail but cannot 
reach climax either. Ave times falls into poetic 
type phrasing, much with Irish coloring, but 
cannot lift the story above the flat monotony that 
characterizes much it. 
Yet there every evidence that the author labored 
hard over this story. The references the topics and 
events which belong the various periods with which 
the story deals were not made without conscious recol- 
lection and effort. unfortunate that judicious 
pruning did not make more compact, and that some 
vein morality was not indicated. result, the 
work will not repay the reader’s efforts. 

Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 

Head, Department English, 

Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Kramer, Martin 
The Hearth and the Strangeness 
Macmillan. Jan. 10, 1956. 402p. $4.50. 


The Hearth and the Strangeness essentially char- 
acter study the five members the Grange family 
from its beginning marriage between Sumner Grange 
and Lisette Rhone 1918 conclusion senility 
and sororicide 1953. the title suggests, the in- 
terest lies working out the influences home and 
heredity, (bride and groom both conceal strains 
ancestral insanity from the other), and this done 
with relentless thoroughness, with Freudian 
havioristic overtones, and zigzag chronology that has 
the unpredictability and annoyance mosquito. 

Sumner, introspective and erratic, enters marriage with 
mixed feelings inferiority, condescension, fear, devo- 


Kramer 331 


tion, and hope; Lisette, religious zealot, the pros- 
pect seems one sexual resignation, self-discipline, 
and nervous uncertainty. actuality the union brings 
both steady drifting apart and final disdainful 
toleration each other. never invests much 
himself his children but finds his outlet chiefly 
mechanical dabbling and invention. Lisette’s escape 
when her children longer need her into fanatical 
impeccability and moderate alcoholism. 


Corinne, the eldest child, rebounds from jilted love 
and abortion college directing school for deaf 
children, thus avoiding sense rejection and frustra- 
tion. Sister Aliciane has similar disappointment with 
Tom Donald, pick-up date shore leave. His goal 
first seduction, and she impregnable; later, when 
they became engaged, prizes her virginity whereas 
she wishes sacrifice it. The affair ends fornica- 
tion that drives them apart. Aliciane goes finish 
law school and, scorning men, homosexual com- 
panionship with Peradine, actress. 


Despite his unassertive mediocrity, son Gareth the 
chief integration and featured element the divergent 
plots their later stages. passes nondescript 
childhood and then marries over-sexed, extravagant, 
shallow, self-centered Elsie. His thriftiness and con- 
ventionalism have already separated them spiritually 
when Elsie’s flagrant adultery with his boss plunges the 
marriage into divorce. Army service follows. 


While stationed Korea, Gareth comes close marry- 
ing Tong Ducchei, who long his mistress; but devious 
psychological workings, provoked partly the strange 
relations between epicene friend and his oriental 
wife, arise and help prevent him. rejects Duc- 
chei and after discharge seeks out the disparate mem- 
bers his family. 


finds his aged parents living Denver their 
separate shells: Sumner now health and yoga faddist; 
Lisette broken body and looking toward death. Visit- 
ing Corinne, increasingly obsessed with thoughts 
homosexuality, and gradually these merge into fear 
that the hereditary taint insanity descending upon 
him. When comes finally night Aliciane’s 
cottage and finds her Lesbian bed, with calm and 
scrupulous madness stabs her death. 


Implied Kramer’s attitude toward his characters 
seems naturalistic psychology that reduces pro- 
priety series socially respected adjustments 
the complex situations life. are all mad 
some degree, seems find, but society accepts 
normal those who adequately and conventionally com- 
pensate for the frustrations thrust upon them. People 
like Sumner, Lisette, and Corinne find conventionally 
respected means: avocation, religion, social service; 
others, like Aliciane and Gareth, require devious ad- 
justments. This incomplete and specious basis for the 
characterization weakens both credibility 
bility despite almost oppressive thoroughness de- 
One wishes, too, that the line between the irre- 
sponsible act dementia and the morally culpable 
act normal volition were more definitely recognized. 
Also damaging the incessant flitting about the years 
for scattered samplings the five careers involved. 
The publisher calls this “boldly unusual technique,” 
but proves distracting and incoherent that one 
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soon wishes Kramer hadn’t dropped his notes and got 
them disassembled. The reading calls for perseverance, 
notebook sort out the pieces, and mature discrimi- 
nation amid the moral and psychological complexities. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Hunter, Evan Second Ending 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 359p. $3.95. 

Having reached the glory road with his controversial 
hit, The Blackboard Jungle, Evan Hunter apparently 
believes that there are still more dollars tapped 
harping upon the sensational and sordid habits 
modern youth. ever comes and takes deep 
breath fresh air, will discover that there are still 
good number wholesome, refreshing, secure and 
sound youngsters this old world ours. But they 
not swear use profanity, they are serious 
handicap his vocabulary. And since they not 
yield every sexual craving, probably could not 
know what say about them. any rate, having 
disposed juvenile delinquency our vocational 
high schools, now concerned, his own way, 
with another pressing social problem, viz., drug ad- 
diction. 

All the action takes place matter days the 
apartment one Bud Donato, veteran attending the 
City College New York. Cramming for exams, 
finds himself burdened with the problem taking 


care Andy Silvera, old friend who maintains that 


has overcome the drug habit. But Andy only 
kidding himself, because absolutely helpless and 
hopeless. still addict and has contracted 
jaundice. What left? Nothing. twenty Andy 
has lived his life, victim the disease, and has at- 
tempted suicide slashing his wrist. 

Through series flashbacks learn that music, 
their mutual interest, had brought the two youngsters 
together when they played weddings 
affairs. Andy then went with big name bands only 
become incurable addict. Bud, the meantime, 
served few years with the Navy and was now trying 
through college accelerated program. 


their affairs the heart the two youths were just 
disparate they were their outlook life. 
Andy’s life the girl was Carol Ciardi, less mixed 
than he, since she believed that she could straighten 
him out and had promised marry him. Less stead- 
fast and more animal its manifestation was Bud’s 
relationship with Helen Cantor. She, too, became 
addict but overcame the habit. Not this, but something 
that Andy had done her one night caused Bud 
break off with her. That himself later caused her 
pregnancy and nonchalantly ignored her after paying 
for abortion was “just one those things.” 
Andy passes out this life, Bud and Helen are ap- 
parently going give their love another chance. 


These are Mr. Hunter’s central characters and more 
pathetic group difficult find. Parents? Certainly, 
they are there somewhere the background. Religion? 
all means, weren’t the boys Catholic, and didn’t 
they have the priest for Andy? The jacket blurb says 


something about unsecure young folks with talent. 
wondered whether someone else’s talent being 
wasted. Were the author more seriously concerned 
with causes and possible remedies than with delineating 
length these youngsters’ aberrations there might 
some small value this work. is, the author 
simply throwing more coal the fire. The mature 
and discriminating adult reader might escape 
but why take the time prove it. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Fryer, Katherine Homer Kathy 


Dutton. Jan. 20, 1956. 224p. $3.50. 

Kathy Fryer thirteen was attractive happy girl, 
one five sisters normal American family. Then 
routine check-up trusted friend and physician 
brought startling diagnosis: Kathy had mysterious, 
sometimes fatal disease known “anorexia nervosa.” 
The signs were all present: appetite, feeling cold all 
the time, strong desire withdraw from ordinary 
pursuits, school and friends. 


Since this disease caused emotional disturbance, 
Kathy’s shocked parents were advised seek psychi- 
atric help. So. Kathy and her mother, who tells this 
story, began long and frequent journeys New York 
for interviews with psychiatrist. 


Though Kathy obedient and co-operative, this once- 
lovable little girl became extremely tense and self- 
conscious. She entered diagnostic hospital center; 
but physical cause for her illness could found. 
The best suggestion the center’s child psychiatrist made 
was that, maybe, Mrs. Freyer had caused the disturb- 
ance being possessive and domineering. 


change scene seemed wise; Kathy visited under- 
standing relatives Lake George. Here she continued 
grow worse and, her return, the only hope seemed 
psychotherapy. After much searching, analyst was 
found who agreed take her case. Kathy left school, 
was made the pivot the household. Since she and 
her mother visited the analyst five times week, the 
family budget was soon severely strained. 


Kathy learned cook; but was not able more 
than taste the good food she worked hard 
pare. weight dropped from 110 pounds 
pounds. Strangers stared this queer-looking “old” 
child with doughy skin and lifeless hair. Her loving 
family tried avoid thinking about the approaching 
moment when they must put her institution for 
final care. 


Impulsively, Mrs. Fryer decided take Kathy Florida 
for complete rest. Though the doctors advised against 
it, fearing the trip would too hard for the child, the 
mother insisted this one last experiment. was 
Florida, asking unknown physician make 
Kathy’s weight, that the clue health was 
found. Simple tests showed thyroid deficiency. 
Startling changes followed the first day’s treatment. 
Kathy began eat, feel warm again, laugh like 
her old self. This was two years ago. Today, Kathy 
happy normally healthy girl. 
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This true story, told factually and without resent- 
ment. Kathy wanted told. The author’s style 
skillfully simple, thus maintaining interest what 
might have become agonistic. The story would 
more inspiring had not been told almost 
completely secular level—in other words, there had 
been more evidence prayer and dependence God. 
When Kathy’s “miracle,” (as her mother terms it), 
did occur, the reader left doubt whether 
impulsive, desperate plea the Creator. This 


is, besides, not the best the many recent accounts 


parents with handicapped critically ill children; but 
will interest those who may face unexplain- 
able illness. The real mystery the account why, 
all the doctors consulted, none suspected thyroid 
deficiency until the chance consultation Florida. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Hall, Gordon Langley 

Crowell. Jan. 343p. $3.50. 
Papoose Sitter engaging story teacher’s 
one-year experience. Coming from England Canada, 
nineteen-year-old Gordon Langley Hall signed for 
stint which, his eager surprise, turned out 
assignment Gull Bay the Ojibway Indian 
reservation Northern Canada. addition being 
Mr. Chips, had Johannes Factotum, since 
was also expected medical dispenser, midwife, 
births and deaths, social historian, welfare 
worker, parish visitor, fill-in-minister, marriage coun- 
sellor, and official greeter. big assignment for 

Yet even more than his rugged experiences, which in- 
cluded art exhibits, organizing fire brigade, parties, 
picnics, dog-sled race, and sex education for oldsters 
more experienced than teacher, are the personalities 
had deal with: Poor Old Grandmother, who de- 
veloped interest the Bikini bath-suit; Angela 
Redwing, amazing Amazon fond picking teacher 
bodily carry him from place place; Mary Ellen, 
who always insisted bringing her shotgun 
school everywhere else; Michel, who operated 
the Pool Hall, the Laundry and Funeral Home, and 
who wore his measuring coat all official functions; 
Chief Majada, the bachelor star-gazer; Powtawche; 
Charley; the dog, Regina-Regina; and host others. 
Mr. Hall tells his tale style that entertaining, 
enthusiastic; and with affection for -his charges. 
never forgets that writing about live people and 
result there nothing lifeless about his prose. The 
year, with wonderful, unpredictable, 
This double bubble entertaining delight 


any reader. James Gallagher 
New York, New York 


Papoose Sitter 


Levy, Melvin Lafayette Carter 

This novel introduces Lafayette Carter the age 


Hall Levy Foote 333 


town far western state. His home life has been 
very unhappy for his father frequently drunk and 
when sober harsh and vindictive, while his mother’s 
proneness self-pity and crying spells renders her 
incapable fulfilling her duties parent. series 
petty crimes already listed under his name the 
files the local police and, therefore, Sergeant Larkin 
predicts that Lafayette will spend most his adult 
life But Livy Pennington, the sergeant’s sub- 
ordinate the juvenile court, believes that the young- 
ster can straightened out properly directed. What 
particularly impresses her his kindness toward 
Francis, his nine-year-old brother. 


Miss Pennington’s efforts seem doomed failure for 
Lafayette’s hostile attitude toward society and his un- 
governable temper are constantly getting him into 
trouble, until finally sent reformatory. Francis 
must bear the brunt this new disgrace that has come 
upon the Carter family. The neighbors’ children 
longer associate with him, and even his best friend 
does not invite him birthday party. retaliation, 
steals valuable article; but quickly caught and 
handed over Sgt. Larkin. 


Francis’ theft marks crisis his life and that 
his older brother. Each wants help the other but, 
unfortunately, they choose the wrong means doing 
so. The situation which Francis finds himself even- 
tually causes him commit suicide. Lafayette 
stunned this senseless act, for which least 
partly responsible. resolves amend and 
what can prevent other boys from going astray. 


This not very pleasant study. Undoubtedly Melvin 
Levy has been guilty some exaggerations. 
difficult imagine father despicable Lafayette’s, 
officer lacking common sense Sgt. Larkin. 
But one will challenge the truth his basic facts: 
that home like the Carter’s the breeding-place for 
juvenile delinquency, and that children brought 
such environment deserve sympathetic considera- 
tion from the police and the civil authorities. 


The author’s style clear and easy understand. 
almost every page makes use short and dynamic 
conversations with telling effect. Here, however, 
must raise serious objection. His characters are con- 
tinually uttering profane and vulgar expressions, and 
times show little reverence for the sacred names 
God and Jesus. While such language may realistic 
and true life, likewise tends lessen respect for 
the moral law. Hence can recommend this book 
only for discriminating adults. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 


University Santa Maria, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Foote, Horton 
Harrison, Texas: Eight Television Plays 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 25, 1956. 266p. $3.95. 


Foote, Horton The Chase 
Rinehart. 274p. $3.75. 


Horton Foote’s television plays appeared the Philco- 
Goodyear Playhouse and the Gulf Playhouse be- 
tween January 1953 and March 1954. They are all 
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situated the Gulf Coast territory Texas where the 
author was born and raised and the tone affectionate 
understanding comes through clearly every play. 


The author himself tells brief but pertinent 
introduction that all the plays deal with either 
acceptance life preparation for death. “The 
Trip Bountiful,” perhaps the best known them, 
since kinescope version has been included the per- 
manent film collection the Museum Modern Art, 
portrays old woman going back the house she 
was born in, last act dignified self-assertion 
before dying. Out her simple struggles and the 
sheer physical effort make the trip, there emerges 
loveable human soul grown grandeur and even 
the heroic. 
There comes farcical note the theme death 
when the two cousins “Expectant Relations” put 
themselves under constant tension waiting for old 
uncle die, while the uncle, turn, just simply 
refuses go. Young Lady Property,” girl 
discovers reality breaking through the self-construct- 
fantasy world around her. all the plays, 
simple people deal with the daily problems ignor- 
insecurity, the need for living and the need 
ie. 
Dramatically, these works are tightly knit. They 
reveal the labor limae, the hard careful work paring 
down unnecessary words, and the effort make every 
line contribution towards the central crisis around 
which the plot revolves. Not the least part their 
excellence derives from the universal quality that seems 
emanate from the characters. These are Texas 
people the Gulf Coast territory, but somehow, some- 
where, the reader feels identification with them 
and with their concerns. feels common bond 
with them ignorance, stupidity, stubbornness, folly 
and noble desire. 
They are heartily recommended anyone with 
interest drama, television the theatre. 


The Chase represents Horton Foote’s first venture into 
the field the novel. peopled the same folk 
who enlivened the television plays and the area and 
the atmosphere seem also identical. Bubber 
Reeves, the town bad boy, had broken jail and killed 
man the process. The novel picks the effect 
this news upon the townsfolk and upon his parents, 
the sheriff, and his faithless wife, tightens the tensions 
all their lives and finally makes breaks them 
people accepting life Bubber shot 
death. 

Bubber’s father and his mother are portrayed the 
completely bewildered parents boy gone wrong. 
Their agony shines with the human pity man and 
woman who cannot understand how this tragic fact 
could have come their They had done 
their best, all that parents can raise good boy. 
Now fate forces them love murderer. 

Bubber too, emerges lad who does not quite under- 
stand what has done why. just seemed that 
one circumstance after another, one misunderstanding 
followed ironic twist bad luck, led him 
where never dreamed be. His rebellion with- 
out malice and dies unhappy spontaneous 
struggle free himself what cannot comprehend. 


Miller 


Best 


The sheriff finds hidden fears lurking his body. 
effort manly crushes the old life right out him 
the last frantic fusillade pours into Bubber’s body, 
comes back living only quitting the job and 
back work the land with his understanding 
wife. 


These are the finer qualities the book. What 
times does not quite come off, the author’s attempt 
create wide panoramic view the present hap- 
penings four five places town. The story strains 
somewhat its effort create impression simul- 
taneity. Short chapters necessarily occur order 
keep the different threads plot weaving evenly 
gether the final climax and resolution. What 
pens that the reader feels occasionally 
being bounced from place place, from person 
person, from theme theme. This presents not 
much defect unity The Chase drives 
straight line its point—as defect technique. 
could have been smoother and perhaps therefore, more 
trenchant. 


All all, The Chase fine, grade-B novel that will 
inevitably lead higher things. Its power the 


upgrade. Its inflection implies potential yet un- 
released. 
Victor Yanitelli, S.J., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Miller, Merle Secret Understanding 


Viking. Jan. 13, 1956. 245p. $3.00. 


This one good. The author, honestly, calls 
suspense story; there’s that every sentence. will 
hold you unless your blood ice water right down 
the epilog. But there’s more than good story. The 
author’s mind seems working right, sound 
and clean, with good sense values. many 
suspense thrillers depend the macabre, the off-color, 
the slightly zany touch. There’s none that here. 
The story straight, clear, free mannerisms and 
false clues questionable incidents; and the same 
must said for the style. The language terse, tense, 
accurate, and paced. literature may not great, 
but very, very good writing. His ideals, too, are 
good ones, something all need these days. 


tell the whole plot would ruin the suspense for 
possible readers. This story too good for that. 
general outline, have writing man, Ward Mat 
thews, with good record spy work the war, now 
married and making too much money 
magazine, getting fat and little irritable with his too 
rosy success. sent out the boss one more 
sensation story, find Brock McDonald, fighter pilot 
the war, and hero Korea, who overflew his 
sion, was captured and apparently defected the 
Communists. returned the United States, was 
dishonorably discharged, and disappeared. Ward finds 
him all right—dead stretch woods wealthy 
up-state county New York. One his neighbors was 
the wealthy Alicia Beard, angel the LFUP, League 
for Universal Peace, highly idealistic group, which 
includes number Russian and German accents 
How our hero unravels magnificent tangle interna 
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tional espionage, clears the name Brock McDon- 
ald, and very nearly gets killed doing makes excel- 
lent, but excellent, suspense reading. can recom- 
mended anybody, and indeed, should be. hope 
will hearing more from Mr. Miller. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Marshall, Edison The Gentleman 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Jan. 24, 1956. 406p. $3.95. 


The reader who acquainted with Yankee Pasha, 
Caravan Xanadu, and The American Captain, and 
who looks forward each year impatiently the author’s 
newest novel knows well advance what expect 
the plot. this exciting series adventures the 
career Edward Stono prove others who live 
the mansions the High Battery Charleston that 
not white trash but gentleman, the story in- 
volves pearl exploration the Bay Panama, tobacco 
smuggling from Havana New York, rum-running 
into New England, slave-running from Haiti, explora- 
tion Africa and eventual return Charleston and 
acknowledgment the floor the Legislature 
South Carolina that Edward what had wanted 
himself from the beginning. Edward’s struggle 
difficult one and the reader’s through much 
dialogue that appears awkward and unreal; apostrophes 
nature and love that strike one being artificial 
and unnatural coming from Edward; descriptions 
persons and places that are over-done; and bits phi- 
losophical meandering that are just downright humor- 
ous. 
Edward Stono dreams becoming the gentleman who 
can enjoy the dinners and eggnog parties, the oyster 
bakes the riverbanks, duck shooting the flooded 
tice fields, fox hunting horseback, deer and turkey 
shoots the hills. The wall between the alleys 
Upper East Bay and the Battery high one and 
addition Edward has live with alcoholic mother 
and mysterious past. one occasion meets Mr. 
Mason Hudson, thin man with high forehead and 
long gaunt hands, who takes interest his private 
education and offers book for him read. Later 
Edward meets Mate Hudson, the wealthy plantation 
man’s son, who regularly offers other books him 
that the age has accumulated them. 
Sally Sass who lives the Hudson home and who 
about the same age Edward invites him dance 
the plantation but the invitation Mrs. 
Mildred Hudson, Mason’s wife. his disappointment 
with his surroundings, Stono accepts the invitation 
Faro Jack, carry gambling activities 
for him Augusta. This means leaving his mother 
who the recipient regular delivery money 
lawyer, Matthew Whitlow, the source which 
starts Edward’s interest the identity his real 
father. Augusta, Stono becomes great success 
his gambling routine “sharper” and, when Mate 
ludson almost outdone Memphis, gambling 
tival Faro Jack, Edward rescues him from bank- 
and from the designs Clara Day, one 
emphis’ “ladies.” Sally appeals Edward help 
ate whom she has some interest but return she 


Marshall 


335 


still refuses look upon his deliverer “gentleman.” 
When Stono’s mother suddenly stricken learns 
from her that the $10 regularly received her from 
Mason Hudson, his father, and that one apparently 
knows his origins but Mason and Matthew Whitlow, 
the lawyer. revenge for the retracted invitation 
the first dance, Edward escorts Clara Day Sally’s 
engagement party and has Clara dress the very 
clothes which Edward’s mother had prepared for 
Sally’s wedding. This occasions explosion Mason 
Hudson, the revelation Sally that she knows 
Edward’s paternity, and challenge Butler Mims, 
friend the Hudson family, whip Edward for his 
boldness coming the dance with Clara. Edward 
accepts the challenge and beats Mims the presence 
Arnold Hudson, another son Mason’s. 

Stono leaves Charleston with$500 his own and 
$2000 from Faro Jack and engages pearl exploration, 
tobacco smuggling and some slave-running but only 
outwit the Captain the port who his own half- 
brother, Clay Hudson. His plans are free the slaves 
order deprive Clay many thousands pesos 
but the plans are discovered and Edward condemned 
hanged. The identity Clay Edward’s half- 
brother made Stono before the death sentence 
carried out and during the night rescued 
native girl, Theba, with whom falls love. Later 
returns from Manzanillo New York, Savannah 
and then Faro Jack Augusta; sees Sally and Mason 
Hudson the High Battery; learns that Clay Hudson 
has bought the mortgages the Hudson home 
Charleston. Edward tells his father that wants 
return all the money given his mother the last 
years and then expresses his love Sally whose first 
interest still appears Mate. When Sally and 
Mate are married, Edward decides Africa with 
N’kulu, the native met Haiti, and this project 
encouraged Faro Jack who proposes diamond 
hunting, big game, encounters with savage men, untold 
dangers amid deserts and mountains. The little Portu- 
guese boat, Santa Lucia, takes them Lisbon and from 
that port they travel Mozambique, Delagoa Bay, the 
back door Transvaal and Marques. Ed- 
ward, N’kulu and Kininni, tribesfellow, have all kinds 
experiences Africa, killing lions, and avoiding 
strange animals unbelievable numbers, springbuck, 
and steinbok, quaggas, eland, gnus, hartebeests, buf- 
faloes, and magnificent kudus. Once they pass whole 
army baboons; and leopards, stealing out the high 
grass, are common sight. The songs silver jackals 
and spotted hyenas bewitch the night, and now and 
again incredible aardvark ambles across their path. 
Edward meets farmer, Jan DuPiel, Voortrekker, 
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who has daughter, Trudi, who every inch female: 
itself was her, the golden grass and the fierce 
sun and the long horizons and the danger and the 
death; she knew about lions, and great elephants raid- 
ing the cornfields, and baboons that must massacred 
save the crops, and the dreadful swarms locusts. 
Like Africa herself, she was bottomless well. She 
seemed limpid but really she was deep.” Trudi’s 
father has voice “far more ugly than the snarls 
hyena” and Trudi beaten him with kiboko, 
cruel rhino-hide whip because Jan incensed 
Jehovah for not giving him sons. The reader can con- 
jecture what Edward will do—rescue Trudi from her 
tyrannical father and take her along the hunt, make 
love her after she has shown her prowess killing 
lion mere 100 feet from the party, guard Trudi 
against the howling winds and snowstorms, protect her 
when she bears his premature child. Later Trudi 
beaten group six villains called Harvey’s Hustlers 
whose names evoke smile—Harvey, the Scot; Berna- 
dino, the Portuguese; Sligo, Irishman; Culpepper, 
American; Fritz, Boer; and Mustapha, Arab. 
When Trudi dies, Edward seeks out Harvey and plans 
kill him impaling his live body the carrion 
bull, but Hagar, Trudi’s servant, slays Harvey 
before the wild animals arrive. 


letter from America through the hands Scottish 
missionary, Robert Moffat, brings Edward back 
Charleston deliver Mildred Hudson and Sally from 
the financial ruin caused Clay Hudson. Clay 
the absence Stono had murdered his brother Mate 


fishing expedition and had thus caused the death 
his father heart attack. Edward brings Clay 
justice and proves him the Cain who slew his 


brother. Later becomes member the State 
Legislature and after his initial address which 
denounces slavery, Sally calls him gentleman and 
promises marry him. 


There are many disappointments for the critical reader. 
The description the Southland well handled 
places (p. 44); but some the apostrophes are arti- 
ficial and unreal they are made Edward: Wis- 
dom (p. 74); Trudi “thinking the mysteries 
the Apocalypse” (p. 232). The dialogue and the de- 
scriptions many places are awkward and stilted: 
“You’re mate, but he’s Mate” (Sally Edward, 
193); the dance with Clara “subdued form 
sexual intercourse” (p. 100); N’kulu’s conversation 
completely unreal the context (p. 159); the descrip- 
tion Sally that causes “leaping lust” (p. 179); the 
conversation Edward and his father: “Except for 
you, would never have been born. would have been 
non-existent,” etc., etc. (p. 184); the raptures over 
Shakespeare the gambler, Faro Jack (p. 199 and 
362); the embarrassing reflections Edward toward 
the intense eyes Theba: knew about intense life 
for had felt when Theba had rescued from the 
barracoon, and again, when, half year gone, had 
stood before dead lion” (p. 213); the over-writing 
such passages: still stood the dead oxen, blood 
strength muscles, Edward Stono, living man, 
and ten feet from me, quivering death, lay the lion.” 
(p. 210) and grasped the enormous void between 
being and non-being” (p. 267). 


Hutchison 


Best SELLERs 


Possibly the reader will not dissect this adventure story 
with the same clinical scalpel. For such reader with 
the moral qualifications made above should prove 
interesting and exciting experience that might not 
arouse too many questions the reality its 
logue and the seriousness its characterizations. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department Philosophy, 
Moyne College, 

Syracuse, New York 


Hutchison, Bruce The Struggle for the Border 
Longmans, Green. 500p. $6.00. 


This account the relationships Canada and 
the United States from earliest colonial days the 
present. Its interest centered the rise Canada 
nation and, indicated the title, the prob 
lem establishing acceptable border between the 
two countries. The author chooses tell his story 
largely the form series narratives about the 
men who labored explore and tame the wilder- 
ness, establish commerce and industry the new 
world, and found societies and governments based 
upon, yet many ways different from, their European 
sources. does not profess historian, but 
his account gives evidence substantial research, and 
vigorous interest the history his native Canada 
well her southern neighbor. 


The general thesis the book that geographical and 
economic laws dictated the establishment one nation 
that part America occupied Canada and the 
United States. Despite the influence geography and 
economy, and contradiction those historians who 
see order and rhythm history, the chance actions 
hundreds men, from the great the mediocre, all 
conspired produce incongruous situation which 
the wonder the world. This situation the estab- 
lishment and maintenance unnatural border 
tween populous and powerful nation and one which 
just the verge adult nationhood, border thou- 
sands miles long, yet unguarded full confidence 
enduring friendship between the two countries. 
remains questionable whether the thesis demon- 
strated satisfactorily, but mot questionable that 
Bruce Hutchison has produced vivid story the 
historical relationships these sister nations. 
study which should peculiarly rewarding for citizens 
the United States. Viewing certain aspects our 
history through the eyes neighbor can edu- 
cational and chastening experience. This 
larly when read the Canadian side the War 
1812, and the various forays onto Canadian soil 
made military forces, official and otherwise, 
ing from the United States. 


references religious figures, which might lead the 
reader conclude that the author has paid more atten- 
tion the weaknesses individuals than the great 
achievements the missionary spirits who labored 
spread their Faith the New World. minor 
note however, and the whole the author fair 
his assessment the three groups who were involved 
the establishment these countries, the English and 
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French Canadians, and the conglomerate nationalities 
which made the United States. 


For those who have interest American history, 
The Struggle for the Border can engrossing book. 
For those who have always taken for granted the 
United States’ viewpoint our mutual relationship, 
might well provide the incentive for further study 
see ourselves others see us. 


Robert Cronin, 
Glens Falls, New York 


Deasy, Mary The Boy Who Made Good 
Little, Brown. Nov. 21,1955. 267p. $3.95. 


When Betsy Donlon was withdrawn from Bryn Mawr 
1935 because her politically active father’s reverses 
the construction business, she was involved train 
wreck her way back her home southern state. 
that time she met, and fell immediately love 
with, the aging Ivor Kelly, former congressman from 
her home state and now candidate for the Democratic 
gubernatorial nomination. She began working Kelly’s 
campaign headquarters and her father was persuaded 
give his support the candidacy. Kelly who, 
appeared, was paying attention Betsy, was at- 
tempting make come-back politically after dis- 
marriage had left him widower and 
near-alcoholic. 


One evening after Kelly had met fourteen-year-old 
girl lunchwagon, drove her home the 
grounds that she should not have been out that hour 
His kindly but ill-considered act backfired when 
the girl told her father, employe Pat Donlon, 
that she was pregnant Kelly. When this came 
the knowledge Donlon, immediately deserted 
Kelly’s campaign and gave the information the 
opposition. Political capital was made the charge 
and Kelly was indicted for statutory rape. Despite his 
desperate efforts proclaim the truth, his candidacy 
was, course, ruined. 


this point, Betsy finds that Kelly, whom she had 
not abandoned, returns her love and they plan 
his career. But when Pat Donlon, 
his daughter’s insistence, tries have the lying girl’s 
father, Judson, drop the criminal charges, (since their 
political advantages have been utilized), Judson goes 
gunning for Kelly and, thanks Donlon’s craven dis- 
closure Kelly’s whereabouts, kills him. And all this 
spite the fact that the girl admits the truth 
condition and names the man actually guilty. 


That, bare outline, the story told The Boy Who 
Made Good. ironic title. Many other elements 
make the narrative setting for fine group 
characters. the exception the disclosure 
love scenes between Betsy and Kelly, all most credibly 
worked out and both the girl and the politician are 
skillfully drawn. The lukewarm and treacherous Don- 
lon drawn the life, too; while such minor char- 
acters the campaign manager, the secretary, Donlon’s 
and the rest, are expertly sketched proper 
Proportion. 


The story one fallen-away negligent Catholics. 
such cannot full picture because the standard 
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conduct nowhere made evident. But is, think, 
implicit; and for what the novel sets out 
almost first-rate. Because the maturity under- 
standing necessary however, the book suitable only 
for adult readers. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Silver Maryland 


Ross, David (Editor) 
Devin-Adair. 1956. $5.00. 


This book, collection poems chosen for reading 
aloud, revision anthology the same title 
first published 1933. Mr. Ross conducted poetry 
reading program for radio, titled Gold,” for 
more than twenty-five years and has published poems 
his own leading magazines; and has recently made 
recording his poetry readings under the same title 
for RCA-Victor. 


There are 265 selections the present volume, includ- 
ing extracts from the Bible, some early English ballads, 
some Shakespeare sonnets, and old favorites from Mil- 
ton Millay. Although recommended for classroom 
use Foreword Clifton Fadiman, should hesi- 
tate recommend book its price for such pur- 
pose, because contains biographical data and 
three-fourths its contents material which may 
found any 25c reprint anthology. Many the 
poems seem too pointless for platform reading and 
others intimate and introspective nature that 
would bad taste read them aloud even.to one’s 
self. These include the editor’s own poem, “In 
Infancy.” 

There are approximately poems from contemporary 
authors which might choose for public reading, among 
them “The Paper the Meadow” Oscar Williams, 
“Blue Sleigh” Winfield Townley Scott, 
trains for Bank Cashier” Samuel DeWitt, 
“From Discordants” Conrad Aiken, “Airborne” 
Louis Grudin, “General Gallieni” Robert Hillyer, 
“The Betrothal” Edna St. Vincent Millay, and 
“Song for Unbound Hair” Genevieve Taggard. 


considering the “new voices” contemporary 
poetry, especially those heard the last quarter 
Poet’s Gold, find discouraging note that many 
modern poets are chiefly concerned, Mr. Ross 
“In Infancy,” with the source life. would 
more hopeful and optimistic state our poets were 
equally concerned with their destination. such were 
the case, more inspiring poetry would available for 


reading aloud. 
Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Lewis, Arthur The Aaronsburg Story 
Vanguard. 1956. 253p. $3.50. 


This account the Aaronsburg Assembly move- 
ment stress again brotherhood and grass-roots democ- 
racy, exemplified the donation Aaron Levy 
land and other valuables for the building com- 
munity church 1876. Inspired its local history 
and guided the author this “story,” public- 
relations specialist, the small Pennsylvania town 
Aaronsburg wholeheartedly sponsored mass discus- 
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sion brotherhood and democracy the local citi- 
zens and many prominent persons from public life. 
Some the famed participants were Supreme Court 
Justice Felix Frankfurter, Ralph Bunche, Dr. Channing 
Tobias the NAACP, Reverend Poling Philadel- 
phia and Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Kahn Pakistan. 
The original Assembly held October, 1949, was 
successful that was repeated larger scale with 
improvements June, 1953. Since then group 
prominent people have been planning repeat the 
experience holding 365 simultaneous assemblies 
with 100,000 participants and draw master plan 
containing intelligent program with continuous 
follow-through. Apparently, this book part the 
promotion for the project. 

The Assemblies have had good effect causing the 
local and the famous participants rediscover their 
ability communicate with each other and appreci- 
ate with greater understanding the real importance 
some commonly held principles. 


Although well-written and inspiring limited degree, 
The Aaronsburg Story has great utility guide 
the organizational difficulties any movement 
good cause. such guide securing the coopera- 
tion the high and the mighty, should made 
available especially institutional libraries. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Department Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University 

New York, New York 


Philosophical Library. 
Translated from the French, Man and the Winds 
seems written show the effects winds human 
affairs. That the influence winds the course 
human life has been more than trivial can seen 
the account the prevailing winds which made pos- 
sible wide-range commerce and long voyages, even 
early times. The reader made sharply aware that 
the winds have greatly conditioned and modified the 
surface the earth through the ages, making some 
areas barren, arid and unlivable, others lush and tem- 
perate. They have influenced the gradual spread 
population the more favored regions almost much 
has temperature. 

Beginning with detailed discussion the nature and 
origin most the familiar winds the earth, in- 
cluding the famed wind the Alpine regions, 
the author proceeds treat such topics the destruc- 
tiveness winds, winds source power, and 
methods protection against the effect winds. 


interesting note the great contrast the winds 
which has led men regard them either benign 
benefactor vicious enemy. Prevailing winds can 
gentle breezes bringing the rains, wafting plant seed 
and pollen far and wide, they can searing blasts 
imposing conditions aridity which maintain deserts 
where sand storms are constant hazard travel and 
communications. The terrifying hurricanes and other 
violent atmospheric disturbances which occur season- 
ally some areas have destroyed homes, shipping, 
vegetation, and are awaited with apprehension. 


Man and the Winds 


Rue Christianity and Freedom 


Best 


The winds have been very useful man, the reader 
will readily agree. For centuries commerce depended 
largely the prevailing winds drive the sailing 
ships all parts the globe, and for ages, too, they 
were harnessed many areas grind grain and pump 
water. Although this natural source energy has 
been almost completely discarded, means in- 
significant. Some experiments the development 
more efficient wind motors are described and hoped 
that may possible eventually provide 
generated electricity for many rural and urban areas, 


Man and the Winds should appeal the general 
reader who likes date information topics the 
realm the natural sciences. 


Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Physics Department, 
University Scranton 


Christianity and Freedom 

Philosophical Library. 1956. 163p. $2.75. 

This book symposium translated from the French 
and featuring such outstanding contributors Gustave 
Thibon Simone Weil fame, Jerome D’Souza, Indian 
Jesuit, one time delegate the U.N., Yves Congar, the 
dynamic Dominican apostle the theology the 
laity, Daniel-Rops, His Eminence Cardinal Feltin 
Paris, and six others. 


The point departure the symposium that free- 
dom everywhere full retreat. Consequently, the 
future civilization and mankind grave danger. 
The remedy placed rediscovery the Christian 
message all its dynamic purity. only 
ing the Catholic principles concerning the nature 
man that society can established that properly 
adapted the technical conditions the modern age, 
society which concern for social justice will permit 
freedom for all men without exception. 


These problems are studied from the angle the his 
torical and sociological relationship between the 
olic Church and the state freedom various socie- 
ties. The unsuitability the soil Indian philosophy, 
Islamic religious thought, even the Greco-Roman 
classical tradition, and finally the Orthodox world, 
for the growth true freedom, studied men who 
qualify for respectful reading. All them point 
the same conclusion: the areas Catholicism equal 
the areas creative human freedom. 


The book thought-stirring meditation the mod- 
ern challenge. Can man direct the exploding drive for 
world freedom into the channels that alone will make 
life-sustaining stream and not inundating 
rent? Men with different social and cultural back 
grounds than our own have presented the reflective 
man, this book, with their assessment the problem 
that man nor nation can avoid facing. 


Fick, Leonard The Light Beyond 
Newman. Dec. 1955. 184p. $3.50. 


The aim the author systematize the initial 
“dogmatic” (philosophical and theological) concepts 
which give coherence and meaning Nathaniel 
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thorne’s fictional representations life. This system- 
atization done, were, with one eye the Summa 
St. Thomas and one eye the works Hawthorne. 
The effect, while undoubtedly value pinpointing 
the master-ideas Hawthornian thought, leaves one 
with the impression viewing skeleton. Perhaps the 
reason for this that Hawthorne’s Weltanschauung, 
being colored (as Father Fick notes) Augustinian 
sense mystery, interiority, being, general, 
theology experience,” necessarily appears shorn 
its and blood when dissected according the 
“cold” logic Thomistic analysis. There neatly 
outlined for what Hawthorne believed relative 
God (existence, attributes, providence), man (purpose, 
composition, qualities the human soul), sin (nature, 
consequences, remission of, the “unpardonable” sin 
impenitence). 

Yet, perhaps, such dissecting the living thoughts 
Hawthorne’s novels may serve good purpose. 
may enable one return Hawthorne with greater 
understanding him for having for once seen laid 
bare the inner springs and wheels, just one may have 
respect for his watch for having one time 
seen its delicate parts spread out full glaring view. 


This book, therefore, recommended for all who would 
like glimpse the inner parts and workings the 
Hawthornian mind and heart. How authentically this 
the real person Hawthorne, the reader 
can decide for himself. 


Edward Sponga, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Philosophy Department, 
University Scranton 


MYSTERY AND DETECTION 


John Coppinger 
Rye, New York 


Fuller, Roy The Second Curtain 
Macmillan. Jan. 172p. $2.75. 


This first novel writer who prefers known 
poet rather than novelist. have never read 
any his poems, (he has had five volumes published 
verse maker. But gifted writer prose, rates 
highly for this particular effort. 


Actually, Second Curtain has been published Cock 
Robin Mystery. intending any derogation 
that particular genre, Fuller’s creation more than 
mystery. True, has some the ingredients: mys- 
terious deaths from violence; unidentified agent be- 
hind the murders; probing and suspicious police. But 
this effort the author has gone beyond the relatively 
simple demands whodunit. 


say that merits fair comparison—on literary 
level—with the, (provocatively labelled), 
ments” Graham Greene. Fuller has the same feel 
for the overwhelming and quiet terror which can easily 
build the mind man whom violence has 
never before directly touched. this case, his central 
character, (sharply delineated into credible and piti- 
able human being), George Garner, middle-aged, 
modestly successful novelist and litterateur. con- 
stantly conscious interpreting and expressing the 
than the matter—of the life around him. 


Fuller O’Rourke Rayter 
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And carries around with him London baro- 
que and rococo air unreality. Yet exactly 
the definition this unreality that Fuller achieves his 
sharp contrast, counterpointing against this mobile 
intellectual the merciless and coldly mechanistic world 
through which walks. 

And the skill with which Fuler weaves his web cir- 
cumstances high order. first, one has im- 
pression soi-disant preciosity: discussions the pos- 
sible contents “literary” magazine. Then there 
plausibly introduced the disappearance old friend. 
Out mere courtesy Garner calls the sister his 
friend—about whom there has developed 
true scandal. When his friend dragged dead from 
the Thames, suicide the logical answer. This in- 
volves the police and the concomitantly distasteful 
investigation. 

Then there’s another death; definite accident. 
was And the author builds his story—and 
entertaining one is, the climax and denouement 
which you won’t find here. 

Not really mystery, convinced aficionado 
will spot the villain early), this character portrait 
done with finished literary style often lacking 
more pretentious efforts. 

Graham Greene has grown beyond the level his 
“entertainments,” Roy Fuller has put firm foot for- 
ward become his esteemed successor. 


O’Rourke, Frank The Last Round 


Morrow. Jan. 8,1956. 192p. $3.00. 


The author this formula romance reported 
his thirties, that has written over thirty books. 
His “credits” include every major slick magazine. Now, 
writing for the slicks isn’t easy: tired clichés and death- 
warmed-over plots with cardboard characters can 
spotted even dental appointees leafing through the 
tattered copies Post Collier’s. 

So, the secret take the old situation and “gimmick- 
with new “switcheroo.” fairness 
O’Rourke has almost succeeded The Last Round. 
Joey Samuels hayseed, yes; but never gets 
close the championship. Sure, has gal back 
home, (in Texas! big switch!), who good the 
day long; there’s also Ruby, (the name’s enough 
label the type); but even Ruby isn’t tarnished jewel. 
And Joey always keeps Mildred first his heart. An- 
other variation: Joey great shakes fighter; he’s 
the verge having his brains scrambled when 
quits for good. goes, the conscious effort 
make this boxing story different. Admittedly, O’Rourke 
succeeded. Add that questionable value picture 
boxing tank towns and you’ve got the newest 
O’Rourke opus. 

When finished this one, realized how crackling alive 
was Budd Schulberg’s The Harder They Fall, and Ring 
Lardner’s masterpiece, Champion. But you can’t hard- 
get them kind more! sirree! 


Rayter, Joe Stab the Dark 
Mill-Morrow. Dec. 192p. $2.00. 

the author male, doff toupée his direction 
for astonishing tour force: the style and view- 
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point are undeniably feminine. makes difference 
which character speaking thinking, this ineffec- 
tive and uninteresting account murder Guadala- 
jara there marked mushy romanticism and unmas- 
culine development the action and dialogue which 
leads this reviewer the conclusion suspect the 
gender “Joe” Rayter. 

Without much skill narration, the old trick skip- 
ping around from character character, chapter 
chapter, becomes pointless follow Madalene 
Greenfield through maze incredulous activities 
involving expatriate GI-Bill art students, dope peddlers, 
adulterers and adulteresses. No, don’t waste time 
this one. 


Verdict: Lewdicrous mystery: why was published? 


Lockridge, Richard and Frances 
Let Dead Enough Alone 
Lippincott. Jan. 18, 1956. 191p. $2.50. 


Never let said that originality can attributed 
this latest effort the prolific Lockridges. Like 
many mystery writers they stack their own deck 
make detection easy: lonely house the woods, six 
seven mixed-up people. couple corpses cut 
down the small cast and the sleuth would have 
cretin not come with the guilty party. The 
novelty this one: Captain Heimrich the New 
York State Police who gets involved when John Halley, 
the husband the glamorous psychiatrist, Margaret 
Halley, ends dead the lake behind the country 
house. What way start the New Year! 


Verdict: Let “Dead Enough” alone! 


Sherry, Edna Backfire 


Dodd, Mead. Jan. 17,1956. 217p. $2.95. 

You may like this one: it’s twist old technique 
and the author does competent job it. From the 
beginning the reader completely “in” the plans 
and successful execution the murder Kit Lund- 
gren, her husband, Charles. Step-by-step you keep 
the murderer company skilfully and coldly goes 
about his business. The real novelty comes from the 
fact that New York Police Lieutenant and the wife’s 
beloved uncover the truth the pattern behind the 
perfect alibi. But they are completely stymied: they 
have proof! Interested? 


Verdict: good class Sherry. 


Bush, Christopher 
The Case the Benevolent Bookie 
Macmillan. Jan. 15,1956. 222p. $2.75. 


Once again, the unobtrusive private investigator, Ludo- 
vic Travers. The case point: errant wife, the 
disappearance fabulous family jewels, two murders. 
Working with Wharton Scotland Yard pursues 
his leads with quiet pertinacity, slowly unraveling the 
threads twisted skein. From London Hern- 
down Birmingham, ’round and ’round goes. 
heroics (he’s shaken bit from his stoic persistency 
when someone tries bushwack him dark alley) 
just believable details which lead eventually the 
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logical culprit. you’ve never met Ludovic, his latest 
exploit makes good introduction. 


Verdict: You’ll like Ludovic. 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 
Stephen Laut, S.J., Contributing Editor 


This month has been most productive the paper 
back field. Unfortunately, the high output has been 
excellent only quantity. montes, the 
sage said. Now, let’s have look the mice. 


Perma Books came with one worth-while number. 
Stories the Great Operas 5004, Milton 
Cross tells the confused tales thirty-five operas, 
There also guide opera records and note 
how enjoy opera. It’s fine supplement the 
Saturday afternoon broadcasts. Easy Money Frank 
Peace 3026, $.25; western with more 
love-interest than plot-interest. World Out Mind 
better-than-average tale extra-galaxial invasion 
earth. The “gimmick” lies the new type fifth 
column employed. Frank Slaughter back with 
Touch Glory 4038, $0.35; tale the 
troubles doctor, both amatory and first 
appeared and caused stir then. 


First Edition, Dell subsidiary, going all-out for the 
sensational. This Walter Grove’s Down 
$0.35; IIB) all about the Air Force and its Artic 
troubles. However, the ice and snow offer few 
lems compared the love troubles the personnel. 
There are Army Nurses about add the complica- 
tions. John MacDonald offers April Evil (85, 
$0.25; This plot rob the wealthy old recluse 
just misses being taut and rough. Night Fell 
Georgia (83, $0.25; IIA) Charles and Louise Sam- 
uels has all the fascination serpent. the 
sationally-told account the Leo Frank case 1913. 
There rape, murder, Anti-Semitism and lynching. 
re-asks all the questions from the trial and, despite 
the authors’ sympathy for the defendant, the questions 
are still unanswered. Bliss Lomax checks with The 
Loner (87, $0.25; western which rides the “ven- 
geance trail” into the sunset. Take dash “the 
Front Page,” mix with equal parts “Executive Suite” 
and you have Charles Einstein’s 
While the City Sleeps 86, $0.35; IV). May ask 
“How low can you get?” 

Dell doesn’t much better its own label. There 
Trial Don Mankiewicz 160, $0.35; IV) the 
sordid tale race prejudice, communism, shyster law- 
yers, Congressional Committees and what have you. 
The paper edition timed with the release the 
movie. Hans Fallada The Drinker 162, $0.35; 
IIB) gives “The Lost Weekend,” German version. 
It’s revolting, but not hard-hitting its prototype. 
The High Passes John Reese (882, $0.25, 
cluttered tale involving improbable doings the moun- 
tains. There are cattle, mysterious Indians and feuds. 
The longest title the month The Murder That 
Wouldn’t Stay Solved Hampton Stone (883, $0.25; 
IIA). concerns very sleazy hotel and some very 
sleazy people and murder. Robert McCaig will write 
better stories than Danger West (884, $0.25; This 
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Let’s hope gives more. Straw Man Doris 
Miles Disney (885, $0.25; IIB) relates the dread deeds 
one the most fearsome females few decades. 
seems that even the ladies are reading Mickey Spil- 
lane. Frank Kane Grave Danger (886, $0.25; IIB) 
has private-eye Johnny Liddell bucking The Syndicate! 
This another the muddle-through sluggers who 
fight, cheat and love their way the solution. Eudora 
Welty’s The Ponder Heart (887, $0.25; IIA) the 
wonderfully literate, wonderfully funny account 
“Uncle Daniel” and his kind-hearted, pixie-like ad- 
ventures little southern town. What relief 
find author who respects the English language! 


Pocket Books presents five books its regular series. 
There The Devil Threw Dice Amber Dean (1090, 
$0.25; This tries very literate and very 
Britishy. But can’t get interested fiftyish maiden 
ladies flitting about murder. Ermine again 
tries lean Erle Stanley Gardner who writes 
introduction this poor western. But Rider the 
Midnight Range (1091, $0.25; can’t even make 
under forced draft. Gardner his own The Case 
the Angry Mourner (1092, $0.25; Here 
sure, Perry-Mason-ground. And the story good 
one. The locale different and the minions the 
law different, but the master lawyer wins the usual 
spectacular way. I’ve always thought practical jokers 
were Now I’m convinced it. 
Allen Smith’s The Compleat Practical Joker (1093, 
$0.25; IIA) offers 216 pages these idiocies. Maybe 
you can stand it; couldn’t. Death Rides the Don- 
drino Roe Richmond (1094, $0.25; another 
The Pocket Library brings French 
Stories and Tales (P-L 37, $0.35; IIB) edited Stanley 
Geist. Most these are shockers, from Stendhal 
The most valuable part the volume the 
brief note the author each selection. 


Three Cardinal editions are next: Never Victorious, 
Never Defeated 202, $0.35; IV) reviewed Best 
Sellers for May 1954. Then there The Crown 
Glory Agnes Turnbull 198, $0.35; reviewed 
here May 15, 1952. Finally have The Last Hunt 
Milton Lott 203, $0.35; IIB) also covered here 
Jan. 15, 1955. 


Ballantine Books has six presentations this month. 
Lone Gun Clark Booker (121, $0.35; IIA) has its 
moments the post-Civil War west. But there are 
not enough moments. Town Drowning Pohl 
and Kornbluth ((123, $0.35; tries cash 
the late summer floods the northeast. usual, 
the natural phenomena are far more interesting than 
the people involved. Satire nearly lost art but 
there still hope: Inside Mad (124, $0.35; 
various people who wrote the text and drew the car- 
toons. strident blast the “funnies,” adver- 
tising and other sacred cows our mad civilization. 
Noel Loomis has written North Texas (125, $0.35; 
IIA), tale the efforts smuggle quinine the 
Confederate forces during the Civil War. was 
bored. wasn’t the hour; was the company. Robert 
Sheckley can (and does) scare the daylights out 
you. His Citizen Space (126, $0.35; has twelve 
that ring the bell. Also there the 
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un-funny How Succeed Business Without Really 
Trying (127, $0.35; IIA) This tries ape Stephen 
Potter with woeful results. Genius can’t copied! 


Bantam trying something different. They plan 
release full-scale biographies popular prices. The 
first three are steps the right direction, least. 
Cleopatra (FB 400, $0.50; IIA) Emil Ludwig 
(1937 was its first printing hard cover). Francis 
Hackett’s Henry the Eighth (FB 401, $0.50; III) next. 
Both these books are interesting, only for what they 
tell about their writers’ predispositions and preju- 
dices. Each seeks scholarly and approaches its 
subject quite seriously. Fascinating, valuable, use all 
the adjectives you want describe Fredrick Allen’s 
The Great Pierpont Morgan (FB 402, $0.50; This 
has the sharp deals, the attitudes and opinions and even 
some the menus the great tycoon. 


Bantam Giants have two tomes: Coromandel 1416, 
$0.50; IIB) John Masters. This another the 
author’s history India series, and, the others, 
told mostly horizontally. Henry’s Who Rides 
With Wyatt 1411, $0.35; ITB) relates the deeds 
Wyatt Earp Tombstone, “the greatest gunfighter 
them all” really mows them down. Doc Holliday, 
sundry Earps and the incredible Wyatt gunning for 
Johnny Ringo and company. John Steinbeck’s Sweet 
Thursday has found its way the paper-bound field 
1412, $0.35; IIB). From this one can see why 
Pipe Dream not R&H standards. Robert Lin- 
der opens his case book The Fifty Minute Hour 
1413, $0.35; Despite lurid cover, the book 
enlightening study five cases from the 
couch. Three Weeks Better Memory 1414, 
$0.35; I), Brendan Byrne reveals all sorts helps and 
tricks remember names, faces and facts. Fifteen 
minutes day for twenty-one days all! Last Frontier 
1416, $0.35; re-issue 1947 opus, renamed 
correspond with the movie. Richard Roberts, the 
author, should have spared the trouble. Terror 
Broadway (1408, $0.25; IIB) David Alexander 
still another tale the mad sex criminal, this time he’s 
caught the Broadway reporter. Hope Heaven 
(1422, $0.25; IIB) John O’Hara’s 1938 contribution 
the study American mores. usual with 
O’Hara, it’s muddled, overly-realistic and amoral. 


Anchor Books offer four works this month. Diderot’s 
Rameau’s Nephew and Other Works translation 
Jacques Barzun and Ralph Bowen (A61, $0.95; III). 
This dialogue form and acquired taste for 
eighteenth-century prose needed. Next The Age 
Constantine the Great (A65, $1.25; IIA) Jacob 
Burkhardt. This one the Swiss historian’s greatest 
works and sine qua non for student the period. 
Tobias Dantzig, emeritus professor mathematics 
the University Maryland has written Number, the 
Language Science (A67, $0.95; I). first appeared 
1930. It’s far and away above me. But Einstein and 
others claim one the great books the evolu- 
tion mathematical thought. 1952, Samuel Lubell 
first published The Future American Politics 
$0.95; His qualifications include course jour- 
nalism Columbia and working newspapers such 
The Washington Post. has passage defending 
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Alger Hiss from every charge except that perjury. Marianne Cowan next. For 
You may want read see what these people (and this seems the best buy the month) there 
believe. Sam Johnson’s delightful Lives the English Poets, 
use the college classroom. course, Kirk only $0.95. And last the list 
the Index and permission needed for Catholics Edmund Burke’s Reflections the Revolution 
read them. There Machiavelli’s The Ruler ($0.85) France ($1.25) again introduced Kirk. These five 
with introduction Robert Caponigri. Neitz- books are fine editions, well bound, easy-to-read and 
sche’s Beyond Good and Evil ($0.95) translated addition the field. 
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